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24 July, 2015

The Honourable Dr. Eric Hoskins, M.P.P.
Minister of Health and Long-Term Care
Legislative Assembly of Ontario

Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A2

Dear Dr. Eric,

ASRBEN T ZRIEE PETIRHERE KRBT SELE. T ANRHE
WEBURMER T EEE, TEILRE R ERRAITNSE.

| write to you today concerning the practice and regulation of Traditional Chinese
Medicine (TCM) in Ontario, and the need expressed by practitioners for regulations that
recognized cultural sensitivities.

FEELHARKEZTHEU ENBALSE, B—TIReT BRERESE5RNH
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5 ETTAAMERAEM, ELRANRBREIURIEZET .

Traditional Chinese Medicine has been a major part of the emerging Natural Health
industry in Canada. Melding cultural health practices and beliefs that date back more
than 2000 years, TCM carries important traditions that hold great significance to
hundreds of thousands of Canadians.
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The Government of Canada has listened keenly to the concerns of TCM practitioners,
stakeholders, and patients. In 2013, through the Foreign Credential Recognition
Program, we put into action a plan that would streamline the examination and licensing
of TCM practitioners. This plan made it easier for Canadian and internationally trained
professionals to move freely across Canada without having to recertify their credentials.



In 2014, | also announced our government’s policy of exempting TCM and other
naturopathic services from the GST/HST. Unfortunately, a lack of sensible regulations
puts the practice of TCM in Ontario in jeopardy.
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As you may know, Federal Minister of Health Rona Ambrose patrticipated in a
roundtable meeting with the Advisory Council on Traditional Chinese Medicine in 2014.
This body, established in January, 2012, was designed to advised the Minister on the
practice of TCM, the importation and sale of TCM products in Canada, and other TCM
related matters. The Advisory Council has expressed concern with regulations under
Ontario’s provincial jurisdiction.
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TAEN—#S. PEFRARRNTPEEHE, Lirl, PEASREAFEF—ARE 8T
EEHE. HE, WENEEESETIVEERES.

As you are well aware, provincial governments regulate the practice of Traditional
Chinese Medicine in their jurisdictions as part of their health care responsibilities. The
TCM community is not opposed to regulation. In fact, the community overwhelmingly
supports strong regulation. The issue, however, lies with the regulations that govern
TCM practice in Ontario.
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Ontario’s TCM regulations require practitioners to pass two tests in order to secure full
certification. Both tests are administered in English only, with the meanings of key
words and terms becoming lost in translation. Neither test is related to the practice of
Traditional Chinese Medicine.
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This linguistic barrier threatens the knowledgebase that is essential to the practice of
TCM. Many practitioners carry with them 10 to 20 years of TCM experience. Besides
the personal health benefits experienced by patients of Traditional Chinese Medicine,



the reduction of the burden on the Canadian health care system is another advantage
that is threatened by Ontario’s regulations.
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| urge the Government of Ontario to examine implementing regulations that follow the
Government of British Columbia’s model. The B.C. model is a proven one, and
removes the need for Ontario to reinvent the regulatory wheel. B.C. regulated TCM in
such a way that recognizes the cultural sensitivities associated with the discipline. The
tests that the College of Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners and Acupuncturists
of British Columbia administers are written in both official languages and Chinese. The
tests are also tailored to relate to the actual practice of Traditional Chinese Medicine.
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Listening to the concerns of the TCM community will ensure that practitioners remain in
the regulated field, and continue to provide improved health outcomes for their patients.
| ask that you take these factors into account as you work to address the concerns of
this important sector, which hundreds of thousands of Canadians choose to make part
of their own health care.

HIRH
Hon. Jason Kenney, PC, MP

CC: Hon. Rona Ambrose, PC, MP, Minister of Health



